
 

Elijah, Moses, Noah, Jonah, Jesus and each of us have something in 
common.  Do you know what it is?  Think about the stories for just a 
minute and ask what thread runs through all of them.  How many days did 
Jonah preach repentance to the people of Nineveh?  How many days and 
nights did it rain while Noah pondered God’s words to him?  What about the number of days 
that Elijah spent fasting and seeking God at Mount Horeb and then there was Moses who spent 
time at Mount Sinai before he received the Ten Commandments.  The thread that runs through 
all of these servants is the number 40.  They, along with Jesus, spent 40 days in preparation for 
God’s direction and message.  

Early Christians began observing a period of fasting leading up to the celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection.  We know this time as the season of Lent.  It is a time of more intense spiritual 
seeking, devotion, and preparation as we walk toward Holy Week with the crucifixion, burial, 
and resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  This season lasts forty days (excluding Sundays which 
are considered “little Easter’s”).  

There will be three opportunities for you to deepen your journey with Christ.  Worship will 
focus on 24 Hours that Changed the World. The entire series will lead us through Mark’s 
Gospel beginning with chapter 14 and ending with Mark 15:25-39 as we look at this amazing 
story of obedience in the face of betrayal and love in the midst of evil.  

On Wednesday and Sunday mornings, we will be looking at Luke’s Gospel and the story for 
an entirely different perspective as we examine James A. Harnish’s Lenten Study, entitled 
Living with the Mind of Christ.  

Finally, there is the invitation to pick up a copy of Society of St. Andrews’ Devotions for 
Lent and participate fully in the invitation to begin a Lenten Devotional Journey.    These are the 
study opportunities that are available.  Additional worship opportunities will be available as well 
and advertised in next month’s Trumpet.  

I wish you all a Holy Lent as we journey together with Christ toward the Cross. 

Faithfully,   

Rev. Nancy 
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“Make two silver trumpets...and you shall use them for summoning the congregation.”   
~Numbers 10:2,10 

M a r c h 2 0 1 0 Rev. Nancy No t i ce s . . .  

Palm Sunday ........ March 28 9:00 am Sunday School   
10:00 am Cantata ~ Once Upon a Tree 

Maundy Thursday ....April 1 7:30 pm Tenebrae Service of Holy Communion 

Good Friday .............April 2 Noon Good Friday Service sponsored by GFEC 
at Dranesville Church of the Brethren 

Easter Sunday ..........April 4 6:30 am GFEC Sunrise Service at Great Falls Park   
  8:00 am Celebration Worship Service   
  9:00 am Sunday School & Egg Hunt    
10:00 am  Celebration Worship Service  

Preliminary 
SCHEDULE 



Please use the clear Ziploc bags of pre-measured coffee for Fellowship 
hour and any other functions. 

Please do not bring any more recyclable containers to the pantry.  There 
are plenty of containers for take-out already there. 

Please return items to where they belong.  
Please let Karen Deaton know when you are in need of items for special events. 

  

PANtRy PLeaS! 

 

March 7 Megan Long & 
Sophia Nickles   

Mary Long 

March 14 Julia & Erica Steffy  
Rebecca Anger 

March 21 Buckley Ross & 
Owen Dankworth  

Ryan Shaw 

March 28  Nora & Gabe 
Hausman    

Kathryn Follin 

If your child would be 
interested in being an 

Acolyte or Cross Bearer, 
please contact:  

Chair: Molly Long   

Church Office:  703-759-3705 Fax:  703-759-0466            Preschool:  703-759-2432 
Pastor:  Nancy Childress ~ pastor.greatfallsumc@verizon.net 

Editor:  Nancy Craner ~ greatfallsumc@verizon.net 
Website:  greatfallsumc.org  

Office Hours:  Monday -- Friday     9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Our Mission

  

We are the people of God called to: 
Love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength; 
Love our neighbor as ourselves; Nurture the church; 

Make a difference in lives by sharing Christ with the community. 
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March 7 
Prayer & Playtime Circle 

March 14 
Frankie Winston Circle 

March 21 
Education Focus Area 

March 28 
Christian Roundtable 

 

Acolyte & 
Crossbearer 

Schedule 

Membership News

 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHIES are given to Richard Barthlett on the death of his 
wife, Maxine, on Saturday, January 30th.   Cards may be sent to Richard at 7301 
Apollo Court, Wilmer, AL  36587-3031. Barthlett’s have been members of 
GFUMC since 1976, and recently moved to Alabama. 

BRYCE ADAM O’NEIL was born Wednesday, February 10th, at 12:45 pm.  
Bryce weighed in at 7 pounds 4 ounces and is 20 inches long.  
Congratulations to Tania and Brian, and big brother Evan.  

Carol and Rich Haver reported on their new granddaughter, CAROLINE 
ELIZABETH MUSSER, born February 12th.  Caroline weighed 9 pounds, 2 
ounces and is 21 inches long.  Congratulations to Sandra and Fory and big 
brothers Luke, Charlie and Teddy. 

Confirmation Class for those in sixth grade and above will begin April 11th, during 
Sunday School at 9 a.m. Confirmation will take place on Pentecost Sunday,       
May 23, 2010.  Please watch for more details in the Weekly Trumpet. 

Have you ever driven or walked by a homeless person and wanted to help them?  
If so, our Elementary Sunday School classes are preparing bag lunches for people to 
take with them to give out to persons in need.  So, stop by and pick one up from the 
plastic bin under the table by the mailboxes.   

Questions, ask Carol Hill, Education Co-Chair. 

Putting Spirit Back in Church Laity Seminar 
with the Rev. Dr. N Graham Standish, author of Becoming a Blessed Church  

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 6:30-9 pm  
at Pender United Methodist Church 

Please contact Rev Nancy or the Church office if you are interested in attending. 



Save the Date 
Join us for a fun week 

of VBS at 
August 2-6!   

Registration materials 
and volunteer forms 
will be available in 

May. 

See you this summer! 

Krissy Smith &  
Laura Nickles 

UMW News

 

MISSION TRIP UPDATE 
Good news, bad news!  The bad news is that we have not been able to 
secure enough volunteers to field a viable mission team for the planned 
return trip to Mississippi this year.  This trip has been cancelled.  However, 
where a door has closed, a window will open!   

The good news is that the Mission/Outreach Committee is exploring other opportunities for 
mission trips, particularly those within driving distance.  We hope this will allow GFUMC to 
continue its valuable mission work while making the opportunity more accessible to more of our 
congregation.   

Many thanks to the enthusiasm and commitment of those who were ready to go to Mississippi, 
and we hope that we will soon have another opportunity for you to get excited about.  If you 
have a suggestion for a trip, or questions, please contact Diane Hausman. 

Prayer & Playtime Circle 
will meet Monday,  
March 8 at 1:00 pm 

at Robbin Smith’s  

~~~ 

Frankie Winston Circle  
will meet at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, March 15 
to visit homebound church 

members. 
Please contact Carol Haver 

for more information.  

~~~~ 

Betty Clarke Circle   
will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, March 25 
at Church 

Contact:  Dorothy Harsher  

Don’t be square ... 
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THE SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE DINNER was well attended 
with lots of pancakes and sausages eaten.  
The UMMen collected over $390 for the 
Society of St. Andrew.  Thank you to all 
those who helped make this a successful 
event! 

GFUMC delivered 108 Health Kits to help the Haiti relief effort.  The UMW 
shopped and supplied kit items, and Rebecca Anger organized friends and church 
members to assemble and deliver them to a local pick-up point.  $520 was also 
collected to provide toothpaste and shipping.  $1,375 has been collected for the 
UMCOR Advance. 

Get out your recipe books and mark your calendars for Sunday, May 2nd for the 
Annual Cake Auction and Cake Walk.  More information to follow in the April 
newsletter... 

 

Want to learn how to knit or help make a quilt?  Join the Craft Group on 
Tuesdays at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.  No experience required.  Bring a 
bag lunch and have a good time working on projects to sell at the Bazaar. 

Jesus Is…  Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and charitable giving as we remember 
Jesus’ life and sacrifice for our redemption.  Remember there is not greater love than 
the love of Jesus.  Jesus is… love.  Our Lenten program, Jesus is… challenges us to 
respond to Jesus’ command to care for the poor and needy of our world.  Prepared by 

the Society of St. Andrew, a Christian hunger-relief ministry, Jesus is… invites us to set aside a 
daily sacrificial gift during Lent to feed hungry people here in the United States.  Pick up your 
materials today and begin reading Jesus is… Lenten devotion booklet. 



What’s happening at the Preschool?   

February was so unusual this year!  With all the snow days, our 
teachers were even more resourceful than ever trying to meet our 
educational goals, celebrate holidays, and provide enough 
opportunities for physical exercise. One day in the middle of 
February, we witnessed two Valentine parties, a Mardi Gras parade 
(complete with masks and beads), and an Olympic parade (with 
“ torches”) marching throughout the building.  The teachers had as 
much fun as the students!  Because our playground was covered in 
ice and snow for much of January and February, we increased the frequency of our 
creative movement classes and enjoyed a visit from Mr. Wilson’s “Under the Sea” , a 
traveling aquarium that enables children to learn about and hold a few live sea creatures.  

Our registration for the 2010-2011 school year was very successful.  Our morning 
classes are currently filled with a few remaining spaces in the afternoon.  Traditionally, 
there are always changes and movement in the class rosters between now and September, 
so people interested in our preschool program should contact us for availability.  

March brings warmer weather, we hope!  Our annual Picture Days are scheduled for 
March 9th and 11th.   Camp registration begins March 15th and we end the month with 
Easter vacation! 

Happy Easter to All! 

Please remember in your prayers:  
our church staff, programs and  
LuCee Canelias, Toby Goodyear, 
French family, Maxine Barthlett, Jim 
Metcalf,  Mary Franklin, Mary 
L arosa, Bai l ey f ami l y , T i p 
Kennemer, Phoebe Liu, Marjorie 
Collins, Bea Engel, Brittany & 
Beverly Geserick, Iris Thompson, 
Marty Wagner, Vic Eberly, Milburn 
& Ellen Sanders, Ethel Wyant, 
Mildred Betts, Bryan Cox, Rev. J. 
Mason Cosby, Turnbow family, Joe 
Marshall, Rene Villasuerte, Wray 
Rogers McLung, Pat Clarkson, Dane 
Foley, Bill & Peggy Woods, Dave 
Royer, Jenni fer Woods, Chris 
McClellan, James Sayers, Sarah 
McLaughlin, Karen Wurnig Hanson, 
Rick Lokey, Alison Brown, Amy 
Miller, Tommy Kendrick, Donald 
McGuiney, Mike Pahner, Mike 
Blackburn, Nancy Lawhead, Dottie 
& Mike Covington, Kent Miller, 
Shirley Davis, Kristy Parnell, Halima 
Kabir, Don Goss, Jean Bond, 
Michael Grant, Les Croney, Jerrall 
Andrews, Nolan Arritt, Karen Barry, 
Evalyn Taylor, Channing Smith, 
Shawn Ahearns, Paul Yommer, 
Jennifer Anderson, Ronald Brenner, 
Louis Crandall.  

If you have prayer concerns or praises to 
share, please email them to: 
greatfallsumc@verizon.net 

or call the church office 

Holy Communion is 
available at your home for 

those unable to come to church 
on the first Sunday of each 

month.  

Please call the church office at 
703-759-3705.  


